
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

November / December  2024  

             
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
DIRECTOR 

 Gloria Toussaint 
 
It’s that time again! Please remember that your membership renewal 
is due January 2025. Annual dues are $25.00 per person or $40.00 
per couple/household. Payable to: SCAMC, c/o Starks, 6910 Beckett 
Street, Tujunga, CA 91042. Any roster updates should be emailed 
to my attention.  
 
Here’s to a Great New Year filled with Good Health, Abundant 
Blessings, SCAMC Activities and Specialties, and Lots of Good 
Cheer To All.  

~ Gloria 

 

 
     BRAGS & CRIES 

AKC’s Breeder of Merit Award recognizes 
breeders who are dedicated to breeding 
purebred dogs with the right temperament, 
appearance, and abilities. It’s also given to 
those committed to health screening, puppy 
registration, and canine sports. This award 
has recently been given to our very own 
Nichole Royer. Congratulations!       

               From Nichole Royer 

Kwikk completed the 
final run of her CAT 
title in late 
December. She’s 
needed one 
qualifying run for 
this title since pre-
COVID. In a wide-
open field with no 
fence in sight, 
she did a lovely 
recall. What a 
good girl! 
Pending AKC 
confirmation, 
she’ll now be 
Brown Sugar 
of Kiyara's 
Wolf Pak 
CAT BCAT 
CGC TKN   
FITB!  

                                                          

 

Club Address: 6910 Beckett St,  
Tujunga CA 91042 

 

 

The SCAMC Newsletter is distributed electronically to club 
members and will be available later on our website. 

Please send submissions to: 

taylorsd_1@yahoo.com 

2024~2025 
SCAMC Officers &  

Committee Positions 
 

       
 
 
     
 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

Club Meetings via Conference Calls (dates are subject to change), all scheduled for 
the 4th Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM, pending notifications (check your email). **  
  
Specialties:   
• March 6, 2025 – Malibu Kennel Club, Lake Perris State Recreation Area  
  (See the flyer back of this NL issue for more details on the page 10.) 
• May/June (date TBD) 2025 – Lompoc Kennel Club, Ventura Co Fairgrounds &   
 Seaside Park 
 
2024 Annual Awards Banquet – TBD – Possibly after the Specialty, Ventura 
 
Working Events: New Trailer Setup Day (contact Steve Starks for details)  – TBD **  
 
Fun Day: February 2025 Vail Lake (contact Sue Carnall for details) – TBD **  
  
Obedience Training:  Contact Patty Starks for whenever Saturday morning schedule 
may resume – Schedule TBD **           
   
Christmas Party/Club Meeting: Early December –TBD **   
 
**Please Note: Other than the club meetings, all these dates remain somewhat tentative.  
 
 
 
 
 

(See more “Brags & Cries” continue page 3.) 
  

President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Membership Director 
Working Director 
Ways & Means Director 
Education Director 
Rescue Referral 

Stephen Starks 
Terry Toussaint 
Patricia Starks 
Sherri Taylor 
Gloria Toussaint 
Open 
Karen Ulfig 
Sue Carnall 
AMAL 
 
 
 

https://www.scamc.org/
mailto:taylorsd_1@yahoo.com
https://www.malamuterescue.org/index.php/rescue-affiliates/
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Myth 3: Continued… 
 
proving themselves to their mates. I have one guy named Mitch. His brown and white coat and sharp mask 
makes him one of the handsomest dogs in the team. Every time we hit a tough pull; he lets out weird 
growl/bark that intimidates the dog beside him. Now, if Mitch could speak, I bet he would be barking orders 
like a drill sergeant, “Follow me! Lean into it you punks.” Those guys can pull with high intensity for hours 
and hours without tiring. They’re just unbelievable! 
   A freight team will put their heart into pulling all day. But there isn’t an animal on earth that can work at 
such high intensity for long; otherwise, they would give in to exhaustion and crash. To protect themselves 
from crashing, malamutes have developed a strategy that sets them apart from other breeds, a strategy 
that has evolved over thousands of years of hard work. When I first observed a freight team employ this 
pulling method, I thought the dogs were lazy. But after watching them closely I realized that the malamutes 
were performing a calculated and ingenious energy conserving tactic.  
   The best way to exemplify this tactic is just visualize that you are standing on the runners with me. Holy 
smokes, what a white-knuckle experience! The whiplash we’ll get when 2,000 lbs. of malamutes hit their 
harnesses. After the team runs about a mile and settles to a trot, you’ll be able to relax your hands to allow 
the blood flow back in them. Directing your eyes up the gang line, you will notice that some tug lines are 
slack, and the dogs are pulling sporadically. Actually, these dogs are testing the load. Like a computer 
gathering data, those ancient canine creatures are testing the weight in the sleds and friction of the snow.  
   Depending on these conditions, the dogs will set a comfortable pace for themselves that enables them to 
conserve energy like a marathon runner. Even after the team finds a good pace, they stretch the energy 
saving tactic even further and each dog hits their harness for a few minutes then relaxes and hits their 
harness again. This tactic lets them recover their energy, regain their strength, and then jump back in the 
game. Often the pace will surge in speed every few minutes when the team employs this method in sync 
with each other. Conclusion: malamutes aren’t lazy…just wise.  
 
 Myth #4:  
 Malamutes are stupid animals 
 
   Now, how many times have you heard this: “Malamutes are dumb as a rock.” But my favorite is: 
“Malamutes are dumber than 100 dead chickens.” That’s great! And it’s damn hard for me to keep a straight 
face when I hear this. These guys have a way of making you think that they are dumb. I believe they have a 
hell of a sense of humor. I swear if you let them, a team of malamutes would have you pull your own sled 
across the frozen white tundra while they relax on the runners sipping hot chicken soup and smoking cigars. 
After all they couldn’t have survived thousands of years being dumber than 100 dumb chickens. 
   Malamutes are great people trainers. They know how to get folks to do the most ridiculous things. I 
remember a while back when we were filming the Walt Disney feature film, White Fang. We had spent most 
of the winter prior to the movie in the arctic busting through drifts in -70 Fahrenheit temperatures. 
Suddenly my team of tough freight hauling brutes was introduced to Hollywood. Instantly, they had fallen 
victim to the soft celebrity lifestyle. Wow, those guys just melted with all the attention. Everyone on the 
film crew smothered them in pets, kisses, belly rubs and ear massages. By the time they were done with 
them they had become a bunch of flower-sniffing cream puffs, and I feared they would find a smelly 
harness, a disgusting insult to their new sophisticated life! 
   Getting the team adapted to a film set wasn’t easy. My freighters pull and stop on verbal command only,  
which  is  an  extremely  Important  aspect in hauling freight. They don’t stop on resistance from the brake

  
or a hard pull, and when they do feel resistance, they dig deeper and pull stronger. So, the command to go is “OK”, 
and those malamutes live to hear that command. The first day of filming was a blast for my new team of cream puff 
malamutes. I had them lined up in front of the sled with the actor waiting patiently for the scene to begin. 
    “Action” rang out on the director’s megaphone. Just like clockwork the actors carried out their lines gracefully 
and professionally. Then it was the malamutes’ turn to perform. On cue from the director, I said “OK” and the team 
took off with the actor standing on the runners. It was the perfect scene and a perfectly executed performance. I 
must say that the director was quite impressed. 
     Take two. I’ll never know why Hollywood directors have to retake every scene. As the words “action” rolled out 
of the director’s megaphone again, the malamutes were on it. Instantly they sprinted toward the set…without the 
actor! The leader then recognized his favorite ear scratching buddy, the camera man, and dashed toward him. The 
team figured out the command to go followed “Action.” So, it was only reasonable for them, they thought, to enter 
the scene when they heard the director yell “action.” After all, the malamutes decided they were the stars of the 
show and the sooner they put on an Academy Award winning performance the better. What a scene—a team of 
malamutes nearly plowing over an expensive movie camera in pursuit of their best ear scratching buddy. Nope, 
these guys didn’t win an Oscar, but they proved they could be a gut busting comedy team. 
    Of course, the dogs received so much attention for their lively Hollywood performance that they were anxious to 
do it again. But knowing these guys and how quick they learn, I suggested to the director that he should start the 
scenes with a different word rather than “action.” And also, he should change his tone of voice periodically also. 
The director seemed awfully put out using ridiculous code words like “start” or “begin please,” rather than the 
traditional “Action!” I couldn’t believe it, here was a major motion picture being filmed and a team of malamutes 
running the show!  
    Alaskan malamutes have been clouded in myths and misunderstandings, but they have risen above it all and have 
made excellent contributions to our society. They have certainly served above the call of duty and have brought 
many smiles to young and old. And God willing the legacy and spirit of the Alaskan malamute will live for at least 
another 10,000 years. 
 Joe Henderson has worked with Alaskan Malamutes for over 25 years, and although he doesn’t admit it, his 
malamutes have him well trained. Each year Joe offers clients remote dog sledding expeditions throughout Alaska. 
For more information, please visit Joe’s website at www.alaskanarcticexpedition.com 

  

EDITOR’S CORNER ~ Sherri Taylor 

http://www.alaskanarcticexpedition.com/
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BRAGS & CRIES – Continue… 
 

From Terry &  

Gloria 

Toussaint 
 

Awww!  
Fonzie was  
recognized &  
received a  
beautiful 
rosette  
from AMAC  
National… 
Congrats to 
all the 
winners & 

participants!  
 
Also, at our last dog shows of the year in December, 
Yuma, AZ, Fonzie dog got a Group 4! 
 
 

                                             

 

 

 

From  

Kieth & Cyndi 

Chauvie, John & 

Christy Sires, 

Dorothea Ragsdale, 

Kathleen & Bill Clary,  

Sherri Taylor    

This December we 
wished a Happy 6th 
Birthday to the Friends 

Litter: Phoebe, Amee, Archie, Tundra, Sky, 
Monarch, Eevee    

  

 

 (Insert Picture Here.) 

 

 

 

    (seen above all together as puppies) 

  

                             From Cyndi Chauvie 
 
      Anyone in need of any large crates? Got some free for the taking! 

      This is the last call for any of these beautiful hard copies of 
past AMAC Newsletters/Magazines. These issues go all the way 

back to the 80’s! Please text or call me if you know of anybody 
interested in these items. Thank you! 

 

ODDS & ENDS 
 

From Steve Starks (Click the link below view full video.) 
Exercising an Alaskan Malamute: The Ultimate Guide! 
 

From Sue Carnall (Click the link below to view full details.) 
Alaskan Malamute History 
 

From Sherri Taylor (Click the links below to view full details.) 
 

❖ Caring for Your Senior Dog: A Guide to Keeping 

Your Pet Healthy and Happy as They Age 
 

❖ The Role of the Alaskan Malamutes in WWII  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

https://youtu.be/Qs_Q880mxQw?si=_FFojL5Ht0izW31l
https://www.alaskanmalamutes.fr/Alaskan-Malamute-the-different-types
https://www.medvet.com/senior-dog/
https://www.medvet.com/senior-dog/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCi03S53Rsg
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Click here to view other Doggie Holiday No-No's/Tips 

❖ Dog’s Sleeping Positions & What They Mean  

 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

❖ Xylitol Poisoning Alert 
 

 
Beware: Benadryl Gel Caps contain Xylitol within its ingredients, which is 

poisonous to canines and is a huge “no-no” for our beloved dogs. Benadryl 
could cause acute respiratory depression and fluctuations in heart rate and 

blood pressure that could lead to death. The regular pink Benadryl tablets can 
be used, as prescribed by a Vet, but be sure to read the label before 

administering Benadryl to your dog. An alternate medication is Zyrtec, it’s 
commonly used (instead of Benadryl) and can provide much needed relief to 

a dog's allergies.                                                  

  
 

  

https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/general-pet-care/holiday-safety-tips#:~:text=If%20you%20suspect%20your%20pet%20has%20been,Control%20Center%20(APCC)%20at%20(888)%20426%2D4435%20immediately.
https://youtube.com/shorts/4k1NTm3EiSE?si=LigvdXbhTFY-3cRq
https://ydowelovepets.com/xylitol-toxicity-in-dogs/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwj4K5BhDYARIsAD1Ly2r1RI_q-uULcmTzg-iWXEnDfLwoMRnZAk73oK-n93H0U0r-dDP77YIaApIYEALw_wcB&campaignid=20885473862&adgroupid=162281136132&loc_physicall_ms=9031112&loc_interest_ms=&matchtype=b&network=g&creative=685471524850&keyword=xylitol%20toxicity%20in%20dogs&placement=&targetid=kwd-311844933254&cpid=76db74ba-974a-46eb-a407-795551f7be9e&lpid=ab8f0193-adb3-4109-9779-baa2fc15db7a&gad_source=1
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/benadryl-for-dogs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/benadryl-for-dogs/
https://bettervet.com/resources/pet-medications/zyrtec-for-pets
https://bettervet.com/resources/pet-medications/zyrtec-for-pets
https://bettervet.com/resources/pet-medications/zyrtec-for-pets
https://www.advancepet.com.au/blog/your-dogs-sleeping-positions-and-their-meanings
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/general-pet-care/holiday-safety-tips#:~:text=If%20you%20suspect%20your%20pet%20has%20been,Control%20Center%20(APCC)%20at%20(888)%20426%2D4435%20immediately.
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dddddeadline 
The deadline for submissions to the next newsletter is 

April 15, 2025 – please send your articles / pictures /  
Brags & Cries / cartoons / Odds & Ends to Sherri Taylor at: 

taylorsd_1@yahoo.com  

     

 

 

Past issues are available on our website. 

Please check out our club’s website scamc.org 

and our Facebook presents, too. 
 

We have a photo gallery on our website as well. If you would like 

to see something added onto the website or on Facebook, please 

contact Sherri Taylor at: taylorsd_1@yahoo.com   

 
 

mailto:taylorsd_1@yahoo.com
https://www.scamc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/scamcorg-456412717736155/
mailto:taylorsd_1@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/scamcorg-456412717736155/


  

 
 
 

 

 
  



  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

6910 Beckett St. 

Tujunga, CA 91042 


