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Howls

EDITOR’S CORNER ~ Sherri Taylor
And Dorothea Ragsdale’s Suggestion:
“It's a long read, but so worthwhile!”

Breeder’s Article from The Working Dog (WDHD) Digest

Source: December/January 2023 edition

COME TALK TO ME

ages 110-119)

By Alexandra Gay

My friend
dog breeder.
Pour yourself
a cup of hot
beverage and
come sit on
my couch, a
beautiful
Boxer at your
feet, a warm

c.. o .:. :: '. .. '.. ’. '..

Growls

January/February/March 2023
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Club Address: 6910 Beckett St, Tujunga CA 91042

The SCAMC Newsletter is distributed electronically to club
members and will be available later on our website.
Please send submissions to: taylorsd_1@yahoo.com
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President:

Vice President:
Treasurer & Secretary:
Membership Director:

Stephen Starks
Terry Toussaint
Patricia Starks
Gloria Toussaint

Let’s talk.

oday is my special little :

“anniversary. There are
never flowers or balloons.
gifts or parties on this day,

but I always quictly celebrate it in :

my head.

Twenty-seven years ago, to the day
I became a dog breeder. My first
litter of puppies was born in the

middle of the night on November :

19th, 1991, There were nine of
them, but one didn’t make it. My
fault, my mistake. | will make

many more mistakes in the coming :

years. Wrong pairings, unnecessary
c-sections, poor choice of a puppy
owner, we've all been there

If anybody asked me that day why

I was entering the world of dog :
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tiny
Dachshund
in your lap.

breeding, | would’ve said, “to better
the breed! Of course!™ You fall in
love with an amazing animal who
gives you their all, who makes
your life complete,
you a better person. As a natural
progression of that love you become
enamored with the whole breed and
want nothing more but to give back
to it, Your passion is fueled by love,
you're here to do great things!

who makes

“To better the breed! Of course!”

How much I came to loathe that
answer!

As a dog person, you're familiar
with Pavlovian acquired reflexes,
right? You ring a bell. give a dog

a cookie, and repeat several times.

Continue on page 4
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TREASURER, SECERTARY &
SPECIALTY SHOW CHAIR

Patty Starks

A big “Thank You!” goes out to everyone who helped me out during
my latest health recovery with so many of my club duties, | owe so
much to many of you. With that said, we can finally announce our
upcoming Specialty and Sweepstakes show on May 25™ as part of
the Mission Circuit Cluster. Please pass along the show details,
you should have received them in a flyer sent out via email and
seen at the back of this issue (on page 16). We appreciate anyone
able to volunteer at this event; please contact me as soon as
possible if you're willing to lend a hand. All trophy donations are
most welcome, too! Again, thank you all for your support and well
wishes. It has meant a great deal to me.

~ Patty


https://online.fliphtml5.com/seza/dlcn/?fbclid=IwAR0iVd95I3fBRMEflulSTj8Zb1yd_wXyDB13CNrwFzbmaI3_QWo7NTTLgGs#p=112
https://online.fliphtml5.com/seza/dlcn/?fbclid=IwAR0iVd95I3fBRMEflulSTj8Zb1yd_wXyDB13CNrwFzbmaI3_QWo7NTTLgGs#p=113
https://www.scamc.org/
mailto:taylorsd_1@yahoo.com
https://www.malamuterescue.org/index.php/rescue-affiliates/
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EDUCATION
DIRECTOR

Sue Carnall

Jackpot Rewards

Here is a very short video about jackpotting your dog during
training. For the last 11 years, | have been doing motivational
training with my dogs. | have to admit | was a fish out of water
during the first class | took. | kept up my training and amazingly
this training agreed with Aurora and Tundra. In addition to
jackpotting, | will randomly reward my dogs with treats during
training sessions. | want them to anticipate the reward.

~ Sue
Click here to view the video:
https://youtu.be/9cSVmLSXs54

Important Terminology You
Should Know When Training
Basic Dog Obedience -
Jackpot Rewards

By Ed Frawley

Jackpotting simply means giving the dogs multiple
rewards, one right after the other. Giving multiple rewards
is an excellent way of keeping our dogs engaged with us.

Too often we see new dog trainers ask their dog to
perform a behavior and then only hand their dog one treat
for doing what was asked. Dogs quickly learn they will
only get one reward, so they tune out (disengage) with the
handler after the reward. In essence these handlers are
teaching their dogs to stop engagement.

Here is another way to look at jackpotting. You will
NEVER HURT YOUR TRAINING by jackpotting a
reward.

One of the biggest mistakes new trainers make is
they do not reward often enough, and they don't
jackpot often enough.

Source: https://leerburg.com/basic-dog-
obedience-terminology.php
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From
Sueg carnell

Look who has a
new puppy!
Tundra has a little
sister. Meet
Takani, which is
Inuit for Wolf. Got
her from Jennifer
& Edmund
Remazki at
Spiritrun Alaskan
Malamutes in
Canada.

From Keith § Cyndi Chauvie,
Dorothea Ragsdale,
Sherri Taylor

We're delighted to announce that early on the

morning of March 8th Sky delivered a litter of seven:

5 girls and 2 boys! Much gratitude and thank goes out to the
Starks for their whelping assistance.

Sire:
Ch Joshua Snodanc
All In The Family
Dam:

Ch Joshua Skylar


https://youtu.be/9cSVmLSXs54
https://youtu.be/9cSVmLSXs54
https://leerburg.com/basic-dog-obedience-terminology.php
https://leerburg.com/basic-dog-obedience-terminology.php
https://leerburg.com/basic-dog-obedience-terminology.php
https://leerburg.com/basic-dog-obedience-terminology.php
https://leerburg.com/basic-dog-obedience-terminology.php
https://leerburg.com/basic-dog-obedience-terminology.php
https://www.facebook.com/spiritrunmalamutes/
https://www.facebook.com/spiritrunmalamutes/

BRAGS & CRIES - Continue...

From Nichole Royer

Happy Birthday to Kwake and all his siblings — Peaches, Iggy,
Rigby, Finn, and Tate!

Bought the dogs a new toy. After Dad and | did some fencing, |
set it up for the dogs to play. They have a real lure coursed for
some FAST Cat training! Since | had everything set up, | was
able to do a little training by putting a bunny (toy) on the line.
Both Raven and Kwake managed to catch the pesky critter, and
I'm amazed how all of them have figured out that this bunny runs
in circles. (Check out the videos on FB.)

From Dorothea Ragsdale

Ziva recently celebrated her 10th
Birthday! The pretty Ziva girl is
pictured here in her career days
(photo from 2015).

Frome Karew Teets

Announcing Bradley

Cooper Teets
(An honorary Mal)

From Terry §
Gloria
Toussatint

Syrah turned 10 years young!
Pictured here as that sweet little puppy girl just
starting out showing (photo taken back in 2013).

And here’s our snow days / fun days in SoCal.

Please keep our fellow club member and friend Carlo

Guthrie in your good thoughts and prayers; she’s
recently had some hospitalization and requiring increased
medical care due to failing health.


https://www.facebook.com/100000659105123/videos/883748899629934/

(Continued from page 1)

COME TALKTO

ME

Breeder’s Article from
WDHD Digest

Soon the dog will start salivating
in anticipation at the sound of a
ringing bell. Its body leamned the
cookie is coming when the bell
rings. In science it's called classical

conditioning. The bell is the trigger,

salivation is the response. The dog
doesn't take the time to check if the
cookie is on offer at all. Trigger-
response, Trigger-response. A new
neuron path has been created,

Our human brain is too subject to
different kinds of conditioning.
including classical. That's how we
learn, that's how we keep ourselves
safe in the big world filled with
dangers.

When a newly emerged dog breeder -
starts learming, ome of the first :

lessons he extracts from the slice of
the society that mentors him is that
the only acceptable motivation to :
breed dogs is to better the breed, and
the only acceptable way to better the
breed is by improving their health,
temperament, and conformation.
Soon it becomes a mantra, repeated
any time the trigger questions are
asked

“Why do you breed dogs?" (Trigger) :

“To better the breed! Of course!"
(Response)

“How do you better the breed?”

(Trigger)

“By improving health. temperament. :
and conformation! Of course!™

THE WORKING/HERDING DOG DIGEST

LIKE US ON

facebook.

: (Response)

Just like the Paviovian dog who

: doesn’t stop to think if the cookie :

15 still there, dog breeders stop
considering the meaning of the

: words they utter and whether the :

leamt response still answers the

. question asked.

Dig a little deeper, my friend, and
ask a breeder what exactly they

do to improve the three pillars of
: purebred dogdom everyone finds
so important, and you will hear, :
" depending on the experience level :

of a given breeder, something
: along the lines of: “Oh, 1 health :
test every one of my stock before
breeding according to the latest
recommendations”,

scientific and

: “Oh, 1 participate in dog sports and
only use animals who are able 1o
perform in order to make sure their
temperament is correct”, and “Oh. if
I have a bitch with a shorter scapula,
I pick a dog with a correct scapula
to make sure my next generation
has improved conformation™, Ad
nauseum.

My oh my, the prnide we take in
- belonging to the clite group of top-
class dog breeders, doing the right
thing the right way, and doing it
for the right reasons! Not at all like
those dreadful other breeders who
have not yet been conditioned to
drool when the bell rings,

. Self-aware much, my friend? Yes?
 Really? Sure? Let's talk about what
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https://online.fliphtml5.com/seza/dlcn/?fbclid=IwAR0iVd95I3fBRMEflulSTj8Zb1yd_wXyDB13CNrwFzbmaI3_QWo7NTTLgGs#p=113
https://online.fliphtml5.com/seza/dlcn/?fbclid=IwAR0iVd95I3fBRMEflulSTj8Zb1yd_wXyDB13CNrwFzbmaI3_QWo7NTTLgGs#p=113
https://online.fliphtml5.com/seza/dlcn/?fbclid=IwAR0iVd95I3fBRMEflulSTj8Zb1yd_wXyDB13CNrwFzbmaI3_QWo7NTTLgGs#p=112
https://online.fliphtml5.com/seza/dlcn/?fbclid=IwAR0iVd95I3fBRMEflulSTj8Zb1yd_wXyDB13CNrwFzbmaI3_QWo7NTTLgGs#p=112
https://online.fliphtml5.com/seza/dlcn/?fbclid=IwAR0iVd95I3fBRMEflulSTj8Zb1yd_wXyDB13CNrwFzbmaI3_QWo7NTTLgGs#p=113
https://www.facebook.com/workingherdingdogdigest

really is in your heart then, I'm
going to dissect you slice by slice
until I get to your very core. That |
soft, raw, unprotected part of you °
that you will never admit exists. not :

even to yourself,
Past your first 5-10 years in your

breed, when the newbic confidence |
fades and the rose-colored glasses °
come off, you suddenly realize what °
kind of bovine end product vou :

really are in.
Your soul

two dogs together.

What looked great on paper turns out

to be very different once it hits your
whelping box. You did fix that short

scapula, but suddenly your pasterns
have gone to hell. You worked for :
years 10 obtain the best tail set in the :
country, but now 30% of your dogs :

have a wry mouth. And hey, | know

that you painted that mask on your
S information in that large cabinet

bitch’s face. She was not born with
it. | know about a repaired cruciate
ligament on the pinnacle of yvour

breeding. Keep telling yourself that

“she just jumped wrong”, And |

know that you dread that someone

: You achieved PO 3 with both the
- sire and the dam, with pretty high
- scores (oo (only took you four years
- of strenuous daily work meanwhile

will find out just how much trouble
you're in and kick you out of the
elite breeder’s club.

You spent S2000 in health tests
and a year of your life rescarching
two pedigrees, not to mention the

two months you spent catering to |
- and pancake on the floor when their
“owners take them to Home Depot.

your puppies’ every whim. day and
night, 10 exhaustion, sometimes
(often) forgetting to shower or to
cut your own nails, but now your
puppy owner just called you to
say a dog you s5old them only three
years ago is dying of cancer. Guess
what, they also shared their grief on
Facebook, and your archenemy read

their post. You know they’ll file that :

fills with quiet but °
terrifying dread every time you put

Come Talk to Me - Breeder’s Article from WDHD Digest
(Continues...)

of dirty laundry they have on you,

and it will come out, embellished

with all sorts, to mar your name and
destroy your reputation.

your own life was put on hold, your

¢ husband divorced you, and your kid °
- picked up a drug habit). but now two

in a litter of eight pee themselves

You pray they never bring them

10 a class led by your fellow club :

member who will surely ask about

- these dogs™ breeding, put two and
- two together, and gossip relentlessly
* behind your back until every single
- one of your stud dogs never sees an -

outside piece of croup again.

: Cryptorchidism. Mismarks. Poor
coats. Open fontanellas. Cow hocks.
- Cleft palates. Kinked tails. Yellow
eyes. Flat feet. Generalized anxiety.

Deafness.  Hydrocephalus.  Bad

 bites. Epilepsy. Elbow dysplasia.
‘Hip dysplasia.
- OCD. DCM. ARVC. IVDD. PRA.
- DM. JRD. SAS. TNT (that’s not a

Hemivertebrae.

real one, I'm just checking if you're
paying attention).

My god, if you by some miracle and

- sheer luck manage to avoid all of

the above. what if your next litter

is not better than your last? Surely

everyone will discover then that
you arc not improving the breed!
You finished four champions the

- year before, and only three this year.

Tsk-tsk-tsk.

Is your coffee getting cold?
Let me pour you a new cup.
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Admut it. If you've been in this

game long cnough, there is a giant, :

unspeakable amount of fear in your
heart. You love breeding, but you
dread it. You rarely can predict
everything when planning a litter,

you wrong. If not this litter, then the
next one. Disaster will strike. It will
find you one way or another,

Do you know why people of so
many different
along. help cach other, form trade
unions, fight for their interests, but

dog breeders seem utterly unable

t0? Do you know why dog breeders
like nothing more than to engage
in endless  bickering, bullying,

their own out and running them into
the ground? I'll tell you why.

Three words.

Fear.

Projection,

Overcompensation.

A psychologist would’ve had a field

day at a dog show! His friend the
psychiatrist would’ve too!

A dog breeder in her heart of hearts
is completely terrified the world will
discover she is a fraud and a failure. :
No matter how much effort she puts

into her breeding program, she’s
never “quite there”. The breed is
stubbornly refusing to be improved.
She is scared others will discover

that she is *gasp* not bettering the

breed and not improving health,
temperament  and  conformation,
Her show ribbons become her shield
against the onslaught of the outside

professions  get

Come Talk to Me - Breeder’s Article from WDHD Digest
(Continues...)

‘world, but come Monday, and :
she's back being unsure of herself.
- Shouldn™t she be achieving more |
- progress and faster? She's doing °
‘everything right, after all! More :
* ribbons bring a temporary relief.
and even if you think you can, the
litter usually has a way of proving :

grow them,

someone  else, she temporanly
delays the outer world collectively
striking against her.

The second type, The Breed

. Guru, does so by developing a
- narcissistic side to his ego, a classic
He builds a defense layer upon
- defense layer to conceal his tender, :
- scared baby core. The core that :
“knows the truth. Without these
‘defense layers, the breeder will |
- crumble and fall and spend the rest :
of their sorry life curled up in a fetal |
- position under the bridge, chanting,
- “I failed, I failed, 1 failed, I didn’t :
improve my breed.” Our defense :
- layers are our everything and we
: spend inordinate amount of limcf
“ coming up with different ways to
scandals, and witch hunts? Why dog
breeders truly enjoy singling one of °
: One type, The Breed Police, does
- so by relentlessly hunting down and
 calling out others. She wants to see
 them burned at the stake, pulverized, |
- and mixed into dirt. She spends her :
 life noticing the slightest flaw, real :
: or imaginable. in other breeders and
their work and shouting Tally-Ho °
- the moment an opportunity to gang |
" up on someone presents itself. She
. knows for a fact that Mr.So-And-So :
: bred his bitch at her very first season,
- that money hungry excuse for a
- human being. She will tell everyone
* that Ms. So-And-So’s prized stud °
dog carrics hip dysplasia, albinism, |
- parvo, and fleas, just to rejoice in :
watching the community bully poor
Ms. 1o tears. You see, as long as it's ¢
~ happening to someone else, it is not :
- happening to her! Look carefully, :
“and you'll see that her own dogs”
: water bowls are growing a green :
film because she's too busy joining |
- yet another witch hunt on a breed °
forum somewhere. She knows, on :
‘a very primal, subconscious level, :
 that by preemptively striking against

overcompensation for the feclings
of being insignificant, feelings
of being a total fraud. He sits on

- his high horse, his nose up, his

shoulders broad. He, and he alone,
knows how to do things right. He,
and he alone knows what lines to
breed, what pitfalls to avoid. He.
and he alone, knows the precise
proportion between the tibia and
the fibula of a dog in order to give
it productive gait, He, and he alone,
the almighty guru, knows how to

- raise and train puppies, how to house
: and feed dogs, and how to deal with

the public. He might be a terrible
husband and a worthless father, the
dog world being his only arena of
self-realization. He fights tooth and
nail to rise up in the ranks, trampling
anyone who gets in the way. He
bribes, he sucks up, he steals, he
lies. Look, he is the president of the
breed club now! Watch him puff his
chest at the club meetings. Look, he
puts on a bow tic and now he is a
judge! He gets to tell others what he
thinks of their breeding efforts, and
you are paying him for it. Look, he
is nvited to judge in Japan! Have
you ever been to Japan? No? That's
because you're a bad, bad, very bad
breeder, that's why. Follow the Guru,
preferably with pen and paper. and
take detailed notes. Mr.Guru likes
to be called a mentor. He likes to
have a following. In thirty years or
so, if you're being a good, obedient
lile puppy, you might manage to
approach his degree of greatness.
Just God forbid do not ever question
him about his achievements in
actual dog breeding and whether

Comddounsl ow rent page
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he’s had any at all. Of course he -
: dog and old enough to not have an
- account on social media.

Does it even matter now? You don't -

: Are you, arc you really bettering
 the breed. my friend? Don’t tell me, °
- please don’t. I don’t need to know, °
: Consider this.
- give yourself an honest answer. It’s :

: enough for me.

did, but that was many many eons
ago, way before your time. Or not.

question a judge.

The absolute key element, common
to both aforementioned types, of -
not letting your core crumble is 10
lie to yourself. Make excuses upon
excuses as to why you are failing in -
“bettering the breed™ and believe
in them with your whole heart.
Aggressively attack anyone who
doubts your excuses are valid. Torn
cruciate? She just shipped and fell!
Yellow eyes? Lack of iodine in the -
water! Cryptorchidism? Everyone
knows it's in the sire’s line. not
your bitch’s line, the stud owner
lied through their teeth when you
inquired, and you, poor innocent
soul, bought their shameless
lies! Shyness in a dog you sold? :
Naturally, those owners had no idea
what they were doing and ruined
the dog’s perfect temperament you
bred it to have. Overbite? Again, :
the owners played tug-o-war too
much with that pup and pulled the -
whole jaw out! Umbilical hernia? :
The bich yanked on the cord in

labor! Kinked tail? The wasp flew -
in through the window and bit
the newbom pup right on the tail!
Cancer? The owners wouldn’t -
diffuse essential oils in the house :
even though you told them so at
least a hundred times, and have you
seen those high voltage power lines
a mile from their house? Allergies?
That’s environmental, not genetic!
A child bitten in the face? We all
know how those spoiled millennials -
raise their even more spoiled brood,
that child must’ve tortured the dog!
Mismark? Err, just hide that one
from the litter pictures you proudly
post on your website and quietly sell -
the mismarked pup with no papers

Come Talk to Me - Breeder’s Article from WDHD Digest
(Continues...)

o someone looking for a cheap

Just ask yoursell this question and

- The complete cognitive dissonance °
* between the Paviovian mantra you
: adsorbed early on and the reality
- causes you to live in fear of being -
- discovered. You go on projecting -
left and
- right, while making excuses upon :
* excuses 10 others and 10 yourself |
- until you lose all track of what really
- is happening, what's true and what's -
- not. You become a Breed Guru and
- a Breed Police type rolled into one,
lacking any hint of self-awareness, :
: snapping at newbies and everyone
- else at dog events and only selling
. your precious puppies on spay and
neuter agreement and a seven-page

and overcompensating

long contract.

What's that? You're done with
your coffee and you want to
know if we can open a bottle
of wine? Of course, we can.
Let me get the corkscrew.

 deep in your eyes every time you

bad mouth another breeder to me.

: I 'want to tell you just why you are
- not "improving the breed” the way
- everyone, including yourself, thinks

you should.

At the very exact moment the stud
hook of your chosen breed closed,
the selection of genes available to

: your breed abruptly closed off oo,
- No new genes have entered your

breed since that very day, spare for

“an odd mutation. You have been

working with the same genetic
material as your predecessors.
You're working with the same
genetic material everyone else is
working with today. We are all in it

- together, in the same very swamp.

Listen carefully.

As long as the stud books
stay closed.. YOU. CANNOT.
IMPROVE. YOUR. BREED.

: Spare me your rabid Paviovian
- drool right now. Here, take a
- Kleenex. Have a sip of that wine.
- Forget that you're a breeder, take
~a step back, and look at our dog
: world as an outside observer. Tum
coff your emotions and turn on
My friend, I want you to know that I
love you. I truly do. I'm made from
- the same dough and I'm a part of -
“ the same world as yourself, Have -
been for the past twenty-seven years
: now. | don't know why I deserved :
: this, but by some grace observing
the dog world from the inside gave
“me just a hint more insight than
" you have right now at this very
- moment, and I want to share it with -
: you, so that tomorrow you wake up -
- wiser and freer than you are today.

the scientific part of your brain, 1
promise I will give it to you in the
simplest possible language and the
shortest possible sentences, because
I know you're in shock right now
and don’t comprehend well. 1 have
been there!

The breed is not what you have in
your house. It is not what you see
at a dog show on the weekend. It is
not a picture in a book. The breed

- encompasses every single member
I want you to lose that fear I see

of it across the whole planet. Think
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of it as one common global gene °

pool.

Stud books are closed. Thercfore

what? Giene sclection Is

predetermined. You cannot modify °
these genes. You cannot bring new °
ones in. All you can do in the given -
realm is SHUFFLE the genes back :

and forth, From one dog to the
next, from kennel to kennel, from

country to country, from continent -

to continent. Whatever your breed’s

ancestors collectively brought into :
your stud book 1s ALL you have to -

work with. Worldwide.

You can, temporarily, obtam a :

larger portion of alleles responsible

for say a better shoulder than your -
peers have in their kennels. Maybe -

you'll get a few more show ribbons,
although given the current trends,

nobody seems to want a good :

shoulder anymore.

You can, again, temporarily, produce -

several litters not affected by hip
dysplasia. Your kennel statistics will

go up, so will your stud dogs’ use :

and puppy sales, until you discover

that now your precious darlings with
with horrendous disease in his lines.

perfect hips carry megaesophagus.

You can have a line, for a while,
of confident, drivey temperaments
that bring joy to you and everyone
around. Until you just don’t
anymore. Mother Nature is a funny
broad!

successes do absolutely nothing for
the breed. It still has the same very
genes it had started out with. You
will come, you will go, as if you've
never existed,

That other breeder you just bad
mouthed to me for an hour, the one

Come Talk to Me - Breeder’s Article from WDHD Digest
(Continues...)

Do you want to know something?

: Lean over, I'll whisper into your
- ear...YOUR LINES HAVE IT TOO.

You just haven't found it out yet.

" What's that, you say? Can you not

just BREED OUT all the bad genes

: and KEEP all the good ones?
As a whole, your little personal :
- No. You cannot. Not unless your
“ mailing address ends in the word
*“Utopia™.

- Every time you sclect for a specific
- trait, you destroy a small part of

your breed. Selecting for example

* for black eyes, you start discarding

all dogs with yellow eyes. By
discarding the gene responsible
for yellow cyes, you put the whole
complete genomes of the yellow
eved dogs into the trash bin. Along
with the yellow eye gene you
remove 2.8 bhillion base pairs of
DNA from the breed’s gene pool
with every dog that you do not use
for breeding. Essentially, by being
zealous in selecting for uniformity
of type in any given trait, you rob
the breed of the other traits it once
had. Remember, we started with a
limited, given number of genes in
your breed, predetermined by the
first dogs accepted into the stud
book? If you only select for black

Continmnd ow nect poge
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eyes, and your buddy only selects
for black eyes, and your buddy's * loving, so brave, so loyal, the world -
buddy only selects for black eyes, -
the gene pool of the whole breed -
becomes more homozygous and
impoverished, By selecting for
something you can see with a naked
eye, you are inadvertently selecting -
aganst something you don't see, -
including traits that are vital for :
survival. Would you prefer black :
eyes or a piece of code in the immune
system that instructs the T-cells o °

attack and destroy osteosarcoma

ability to process copper?
dic of heart disease or lymphoma?

Would you like to know what

it?

Hold on, another glass of
wine is coming.

herself an old breeder.

was many breeders working with

breed in one single class at a show.

What was the breed, you ask” Look
down, do you see that beautiful

Come Talk to Me - Breeder’s Article from WDHD Digest
(Continues...)

nobility and expression, so smart, so
has never seen a better one!
All was well. So many people

breeders mnever had a problem

finding the best of homes. Because -
- they sold so well, breeders had the
means to import dogs from other .

galaxies and travel to far away

were healthy and happy.

of sick puppies came. Something

hereditary neurological disease that

resulted in death. The name was PA.

- Passing through the stages of shock
“and disbelief, the breeders pulled -
- together and decided to defeat the
- disease. They collaborated with -
I will ell you a story that was -
relayed to me by a good friend,

geneticists and  veterimanans  and
exercised the  strictest

removed from breeding. Pedigrees
were carefully studied, and a lot

stud work. A few years went by, and

was done with! An impressive feat,

breeders could carry on. Scientists
received ample accolades. Dogs

selection
- methods. Both parents and all the -
: siblings of any confirmed case were -
In another galaxy, far far away, :
there once was a breed so fine, so :
good, everyone and their uncle was ©
standing in line for a puppy. There

cases and some pretended the

* were no longer dying young.

- All went back to old ways. Beautiful
- kennels.
. Sausfied owners. Huge entries at
wanted one of these dogs that -

Happy healthy dogs.

shows.

Until a few years later. First one

dog dropped dead in the prime of
its life, then another, then one more,

- and soon it was apparent that a
shows. They built beautiful kennels, °
bought the best of meat and mead -
- for their dogs. And the dogs? They :
cells? Would you rather have a :
perfect coat or a dog who 1s able to -
fight off mycoplasma? Would you
rather have a great topline or an °

new deadly discase had reared its
monstrous head. There now were
dozens of known cases, and soon

- a few hundred. A cardiac disease
- dubbed BCM was swiping across
Until one day. First one puppy inone -
- kennel developed a strange problem, -
‘ never before seen. Then another.
- Then one more. Then a tsunami
Would you rather have your dogs -
- silently mutated somewhere in the
- tiny, invisible doggy chromosomes, -
- and now there was a new, very much
happens when someone favors one °
trait over the other one and starts
artificially selecting for or against :

the breed, definitely very hereditary,
and definitely very deadly.

- The breeders once again put their
- heads together, obtained advice

from the scientists who i their
turn were excited to be of service
(a vain lot, them), and went on to

- fight this new malady. Once again,
was impossible to treat and always
- offending lines identified. Parents

the pedigrees were studied in depth,

and siblings of known cases once
again removed from breeding. Once
again. famous champions were

. immediately removed from stud.

Once again, the breeders won! What
a success story! The world watched
in envy. Happy end? If only.

Wouldn’t you guess it, not a full

- decade went by, when the news
- arrived that puppies once again
of personal sacrifices were made -
as famous champion after famous -
- champion were denied any more :
this beautiful breed, and it was so -
popular, that it was not at all unusual
to have one hundred dogs of this :

were dying. This time it was a
kidney discase known as JRD. First
one, then another, then one more,

- on and on, until there was no doubt
the breeders emerged victorious! PA
 killer of undoubtedly hereditary
- considering  this was  happening -
in an cra before the Internet and
- way before the dog genome was :
- sequenced. Happy, if a bit shaken,
brindle body pressed against your
foot? The best of the best, cozing -

there was yet again a new nasty

nature, Scientists came (o arms,

- preparing for another battle round,

calling to select, calling to cull, only
this time the breeders weren't so
keen. Some of them wouldn't report

WORKING DO0@ DIGEST  Decemnber danwary 2008
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problem didn’t exist. Some doubted
the familial nature of the disease,
and some just were plain old worn
out. What happened? Why the same

very breeders who actively battled, |

war cries, banners and all, against
the previous two Killers. would
suddenly appear to lose interest?

The population genetics was a
rather new science in that galaxy, |
but it was progressing by leaps and
bounds. A lot of study material was °
now readily available to anyone who :
: Yes, we CANNOT IMPROVE a
. breed with a given gene pool that is :
- closed shut and cannot be enriched.
- 1t's like a sealed jar. Please abandon |
- the ego-sponsored mottos. Abandon :
ithe Pavlovian mantra. You now :
- know that you are not and never will
. improve the breed, and it is perfectly :
| OK 1o say it out loud. I'll be right by :
© your side to support you if anyone
- argues with you. Go ahead, say i! :
: We are ALL in the same boat, you :
- know!
diseases, until there was NO DOGS

" What

cared to look for it, and it became
plainly obvious that every time the
breeders sclected against one single
deleterious gene, removing dogs
who carried it from breeding, other
dogs came into their place. now
doing double the work, and spread
their recessive nasties instead. If the
breeders continued the way they had
previously done, bottlenccking the
population repeatedly, the situation
would have simply kept repeating
itself, with more and more new

LEFT.

Every single organism in the
universe carries something bad in

overall number of genes/possible
alleles in the species’breed/family
is broad, the organisms belonging to
it will fare well as a group. Disease

on those unlucky occasions when
two of the same recessives meet
within the same body. Artificial

and gingerly, to not affect the
overall soundness of the gene pool.

like the purebred dog! Yes, they
will get sick, yes, they will dic, yes,
they will break our hearts over and
repeatedly, but that’s a part of being
alive. Remember, as dog breeders,

Come Talk to Me - Breeder’s Article from WDHD Digest
(Continues...)

“all we do is SHUFFLE genes. We °
© are nol gods, we cannol create new
: ones in place of those we carelessly |
- have thrown out. With a closed gene
pool, once something is gone, it's |
really gone, and you will never be -
- able to bring it back.

Do you still want to breed
for those black eyes
more than anything else,
my friend? How about
more wine!

we must do

what  does

our reality, it mecans keeping the

PRESERVING °

- you say, and | know you're right. It’s

- late night now, and I was getting too
: To preserve something is to KEEP :
IT FROM DETERIORATION. Do
:you feel the difference between
- improving and preserving? Within

breed's global gene pool of your
breed as wide as possible.

It means meticulously saving old
hines from extinction. Don't let a
fashion or a trend set in and destroy

old lines. Hold onto them.

It means paying attention to any
csigns of increased  homozygosity
 affecting the very fabric of a dog.

It means using as wide a selection of
- dogs within your breed to produce

the next generation as you possibly
can.

It also means, when the push
comes to shove, when the breed
has spent its entire lifetime with us,
thought its birth, growth, maturity,
deterioration, and it is now time for
it to go, we must let it. Everything
dies, my friend, nothing lives
forever. From an ant to an elephant,
from a carrot to a tree, from a

- business o a country, everything

© in this universe goes through those
instead is
 PRESERVE our breeds. Preserve
- the work of gencrations before us. :
: Do not come in, with your youthful = g0, let it. Many other breeds have
its chromosomes. As long as the  exuberance of a baby rhino, |
- trampling over other people’s work,
: proclaiming that you are the breed’s
- new savior. Not unless your name is

- Jesus,
will appear, but rather sporadically,

same very stages. Birth, growth,
maturity, deterioration, death. When
the time comes for your breed to

“died. and 1 bet several of them

have ***found their rebirth in the
very breed you love now***, I'm
whispering now. Can you read my

- lips? What 1 am saying (and not
: - saying) would really ruffle a whole
The best you can do in your time lot of feathers out there.
- on this planet as a dog breeder is to
: HELP PRESERVE YOUR BREED. :
selection needs to be done carefully

- Just
- mean?
Especially so in closed populations

More wine? No problem!

t's oo early for your breed to die,

gloomy. Right now, we are working

. on preserving it, Let’s summarize!

In order to PRESERVE a breed., you
need three things above anything

- else.

Comtivved om mext pogy

WORKING DOO DIIEST  Decernber by 2005
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POPULATION

Come Talk to Me - Breeder’s Article from WDHD Digest
(Continues...)

. you when you come home and '

‘ rub their cars and neck? Can they -

POPULARITY

 fetch ducks out of the water better -

 than anyone clse? Do they have the :

PEOPLE

The larger your  breed's .
POPULATION, the wider the
selection of available alleles within
the gene pool, the fewer discase,
including  hereditary  discase, :
autoimmune discase, and yes, the :
dreaded cancer, you are going to |
see. You want as many worthy °
representatives of your breed to
participate in preserving their genes
as possible. Remember, every time
you put your nose up in the air :
and refuse to place a nice puppy :
with a new breeder, but sell it to be
neutered instead, you are robbing
the breed. Do not let this become :
an clitist sport at the expense of the
breed itself. Do not exercise too
strict a selection. If your breed has
a disease with a DNA test for, by all
that is holy. do not announce you :
now only breed clear dogs. Love :
your breed, support its population, :
let it keep as much genetic variation
as possible. What about disease, you :
ask? Gingerly. my friend, gingerly.
and remember everything that lives
will one day die.

- your dogs be ambassadors. Humans
:have an innate appreciation of :
: beauty. Stop hiding those beautiful
- dogs in your backyard. Remember, -

- breeders will sooner or later funnel

crapid extinction, unless
- people just like yourself, ready
i energy, all their money, and their

- whole very lives to the altar of their
- beloved breed. It needs passionate

: most beautiful eyes that melt your |
- soul? Are they always happy and
- energetic and ready to join youon a -

hike? Do they make you laugh with -

“ their comical ways? Venture out
- of the small world of your peers. :
: bring your dogs out on the streets,

let people see what they're missing. -
tell them about your breed’s unique °
qualities, get them interested. Let

“dog breeders are bomm from pet :
S owners, pet owners are born from
- general public. Interact with the

general public, and wonderful new

through,

: Finally, realize that your favorite
- breed s utterly doomed to a very .

: ~ Accept that not every breeder will
- PEOPLE. It really really needs '

it has

to sacrifice all their time, all their :

- people, people with drive, people

In order to support population, your
breed needs POPULARITY. The ©
breed needs to be in the public’s
eye, and the breed needs to be able
to offer real value. Be it as a show :
dog, a working dog, a hunting dog, a -
therapy dog, a herding dog, a service
dog. a lap dog. a couch dog, it must
offer something special for the
public to want to own them. Identify
the unique valuable qualities in your
breed and talk about them to others!
Run ads! Sponsor documentaries! °
Do they have the softest silkiest :
coats that blow the stress right off -

- who will not only talk the talk. but

: snob! You're not the only one who
- should be allowed to breed dogs.

running  down,

also walk the walk. Stop being a

You must stop, completely cease °
bullying. gossiping. witch hunting.
bad mouthing,

‘hurting, poking,  questioning.
:judging, naming and shaming,
- defaming,  tormenting other

and be as helpful and supportive

1o them as you possibly can, as if
they were your own Kids. Do not
“mentor” them, please don’t. Too
often, “mentoring” turns into a hunt
for obedient young slaves to manage

. your own breeding program, Stop

being so disgustingly selfish. Help
young breeders with their very own
breeding programs, not tied to yours
by blood or financial obligations,
Make yourself and your knowledge
available. but let them make their
own mistakes, just like you made

‘ yours when you first started out,
: They learn from their mistakes

way better and faster than from

~your boring lectures. Encourage

them, don’t tell them “my way or
the highway™. don’t withhold from
them. Celebrate cach and every
time you're given an opportunity o

 attract @ new person to your breed,
- for they are the very blood of dog
© sport,

More wine?

have the same priorities as you,

- Luckily! Remember what happened

when we all attempted to breed for

- black eyes? Let you breed for that

: elusive perfect scapula, but please,
- please allow others to breed for

perfect rears, long eyelashes, or cute

- dog smiles, or their dogs’ wonderful

ways with the children. Ensuring

- that we all have different priorities
. is what gives your breed the very

vital genetic diversity! Stop, please

- just stop whispering ringside, “have
:you scen that dog's horrendous

tail?” Yes, | absolutely have seen it,

- I also have noticed your dog's awful
. rear. OK?

- members of our clan. We cannot
win by fighting our own people. -
: dude! You must do all you can to

Stop giving in 10 peer pressure.

: Nobody has all the answers. Your
: attract new people into your breed :

mentors, your club members, your

- breed wardens, your judges - stop

WORKING D08 DISEST  Decenberdaiway 2003
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Come Talk to Me - Breeder’s Article from WDHD Digest
(Conclusion...)

letting them think instead of you, ° will surely shorten your life. Stop : the car on the way to your house |

stop letting them command what
you breed, how you do it, and what
your prioritics are and should be.
Think for yourself. Do your best. Be
your own worst critic. Do not listen
to anyone until you understand their
true moltifs. The only responsibility
you have as a breeder is that to your

Stop trying to please the crowd, it’s
impossible to be liked by everyone.
Walk your own path, but don’t tread
on other’s toes.

: being so dam judgmental, you are :
conly a human, just like her! Live
- and let live,

are the people she has business

will admit to you that I don’t have
all the clear cut, neat, easy answers.

“I'm only a dog breeder just like
‘ ¢ you. All 1 have is some ideas, mere
-1 am a firm belicver that the quality -
:of a breeder can only be truly .
‘evaluated on two single points. -
- First, are her dogs happy? Second,
dogs and that to your puppy buyers.
" dealings with happy? As long as :
: you answer “yes” to both of these
: questions, you are looking at an
- EXCELLENT breeder. Stop right

ideas, bom of twenty-seven years
in dogs, fifty champions, a single
all-consuming passion, and a lot of

* broken idols. Will you let me know

what you think?

Thank you for celebrating my
anniversary with me. We be of

- one blood. ye and 1. my friend dog

: there. Stop looking for any other : breeder...
Stop demanding admiration. I don’t © flaws in her. Chances are you have -
have to like your dogs in order - more of them than she does! - Alexandra Gav

to love and respect you. | might

secretly think your dogs are awful,

but 1 also know that your right to

breed them is exactly the same like
my right to breed mine, and you can
bet 1 will stand up for your nght,
for my right, and for her right too.
Did you just call her “only a pet
breeder™? Do you truly believe, in
your heart of hearts, that the number
of your dog's teeth, the size of its
cars and the angle of its stupid hock
spell a higher value to your breed

its ability to be housebroken in one
month flat, and its excellent immune

of the two dogs they would rather
bring home. Falling off that high

horse is going to hurt,

Let her feed kibble, while you feed :
raw swan tongues. Let her vaccinate
her dogs, while you dab the newest
coconut oil panacea on your dogs’
car flaps instead. Don't forget to add
apple cider vinegar. Let her keep
her dogs on a dusty couch, while :
yours are in the castle of a kennel. :
Let her sell her puppies for twice :
what you ask - as long as her buyers |
arc happy, good for her! Are you :
envious? That’s a bad emotion that :

attitude.  Nothing,

: November 19, 2018
: Drop your “holier than thou™ :
absolutely °
-nothing hurts your breed more.
. Remember, I know where you got :
‘that attitude from. From the fear -
. in your heart. Every breeder out
: there has the exact same fear in
- exactly the same place. Please try to :
- sympathize, not antagonize. There
“isn’t “us” and “them", there is only |
“you" and “me”, do you hear? We
: be of one blood, ye and 1.
than her dog’s friendly disposition, : :
- The wine bottle is empty now. I'll .
“drive you home to your dogs. In
health? Let’s ask a layman which :

Many folks have asked me 10 use
the momentum created by the post
to attempt to do the impossible. To
unite breeders into a supportive,
non-judgmental  breeders’  group
where we can all learn and help

: each other.

THE BREEDER TRIBE group on
FB is open for you to join! If my
post spoke 1o your heart, this group

* is for you,

hitps://www.facebook.com/

 groups/1901404783289078

IJ

THE WORKING/HERDING DOG DIGEST

LIKE US ON

facebook.
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ODDS & ENDS

From Shevri Taylor § Sue Camall

.

EARLY BREED HISTORY OF THE
ALASKAN MALAMUTE. Compiled by
Dianne Ross, Bothell, Washington

First of all, a correction to last month's article. Ch. Yukon of Sno-Shu took his

h in Group in 1853, not 1950 as was stated.

Through the kindness of Lorna Jackson, Lorn-Hall Acres, Sebright, Ontario, Canada
we have several pictures of interest. We will be able to stretch these out for the next
couple of months thanks to her generousity in sharing these irreplaceable pictures with
us. ‘

These dogs are of the M'Loot line, originating with Paul Voelker, who we introduced

in our December column. Some of them are so early in the breed that many people won't

recognize their names, but they were all instrumental in the development of the M'Loot

line of Alaskan Malamutes.
KOBUK x KpPLr
AT s

B} STHE Maﬂamute

"MIKIUK" or Mike as he was called, a name com-
mon in the background of many in our breed. He
was the sire of many of the dogs you will be seeing
in the columns to follow. His sire and dam were
Comments by Paul Voelker -""(1945) Mike has already sired the
alamute

1h

"WHITE FANG', an army dog §
owned by Paul Voelker

'Noma' or Noma M'Loot, shown
here with one of her litters. Noma
was sired by Silver King, her dam
was Silver Girl. She was mated to
Mikiuk to produce Ch. Ooloo M'Loot,
born in 1946, the first Champion 4 3% P eaaa

itch of the breed. —

Right: Ch. Nahnook II on the left, a son of Ch. Ooloo M'Loot X Nahnook I of M'Loot.
Nahnook II was the 5th male Champion of the breed. He was born in 1947, finished his
Championship in 1850, reportedly was 27" i}ll & 100 pounds. On the right, Ch Ooloo

There is more Malamute history to check out from
the Robert Zoller Alaskan Malamute Short
Documentary (a 10-minute video)

(Click here to view video: https://youtu.be/viuUUAEQ4Z0)

From Sherrl Ta ylor

Tips & Considerations for Good

Working Dog Nutrition

1. Consider feeding wild caught
sardines and anchovies. Be sure to
opt for the ones packed in water, not
oil. These fatty fish are filled with
healthy oil, calcium (from the tiny
bones), high quality protein. And don’t
worry, they have only trace amounts of
mercury and pollution! Start by feeding
% can in one meal per day and work
up to a full can.

- e — — e

Give your K9 veggies as treats. These are a great source of
fiber to keep the intestines healthy. She/he may not like all of
them, but play around until you find ones, she/he does like.
Common favorites are carrots, sweet red peppers, beets
sliced, cup up cauliflower, broccoli stems, and green beans.
You can also try apple slices, pear slices and blueberries, as
well as walnuts, pecans, and pumpkin seeds. Once you

find her/his favorites, make them a regular treat!

Consider adding 1 tablespoon of organic coconut oil to
her/his food, once a day. If your dog has shown sensitivity to
fat in the past, discuss it with your veterinarian. You might
start with just 1/4 tablespoon and working up to a full
tablespoon from there.

Consider adding taurine to her/his diet. Taurine is an amino
acid that’s very important for brain health, heart health, and
whole body detoxification. Most veterinarians will
recommend 500 mg per day for the average working dog.

Provide a varied diet. Consider serving cooked, pastured
eggs, organic meats, organic bone broth, wild caught fish,
fruits and veggies, and healthy fats (e.g., walnuts, pecans,
coconut oil).

Monitor to see how your K9 responds to each food

choice. Some dogs do well on grains or lots of fiber, and
some get loose stool. Each dog is unique, so it's important to
monitor your dog closely to see what works for her/his body.

Source: Working Dog HQ's article from January 27, 2020 - Working Dog Nutrition: What do
they really need?

From cywndi Chawvie § Dorothea Ragsdale

FDA Investigation into Potential Link between Certain Diets and Canine
Dilated Cardiomyopathy — The U.S. Food and Drug Administration is warning
dog owners that certain dog food brands may be associated with a heightened
risk of heart failure in dogs.

The FDA has investigated more than 500 cases of dilated cardiomyopathy
(DCM) in dogs eating certain types of dog foods that are marketed as "grain
free," according to its statement.

The FDA released the following list of dog food brands named most frequently in
DCM cases:

Merrick — 16 cases

California Natural — 15 cases
Natural Balance — 15 cases
Orijen — 12 cases

Nature’s Variety — 11 cases
NutriSource — 10 cases

Nutro — 10 cases

Rachael Ray Nutrish — 10 cases

Acana — 67 cases

Zignature — 64 cases

Taste of the Wild — 53 cases
4Health — 32 cases

Earthborn Holistic — 32 cases
Blue Buffalo —31 cases
Nature’s Domain — 29 cases
Fromm — 24 cases

Most of the reported cases of DCM were associated with dry dog food
formulations, according to the FDA, but raw food, semi-moist food and wet foods
were also represented.

The FDA has not suggested owners change their pets’ diets because it has not
determined the nature of the potential link, but encouraged dog owners to work
closely with their veterinarians.

"FDA urges pet owners to work with their veterinarians, who may consult a
board-certified veterinary nutritionist, to obtain the most appropriate dietary
advice for their pet's specific needs prior to making diet changes," the FDA report
stated.

“We know it can be devastating to suddenly learn that your previously healthy pet
has a potentially life-threatening disease like DCM. That's why the FDA is
committed to continuing our collaborative scientific investigation into the possible
link between DCM and certain pet foods,” said Dr. Steven M. Solomon, director
of the FDA’s Center for Veterinary Medicine.

Source: FDA (Click here for additional information.)
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ODDS & ENDS - Continue...

From Shervrl Taylor
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Ryan Redington wins his first Iditarod
championship in 51st Running of the race
Posted by Iditarod_Staff in Iditarod

March 14, 2023, 2:47 pm

Click here for more details: https://iditarod.com/ryan-redington-wins-his-first-iditarod

championship-in-51st-running-of-the-race/

SLED DOG RACE -
CHAMPION
il T
. lf.’ . 3

IDITAROD ‘23 <N

MUSH WITH PR.LD.E-

CRSR R R

dddddeadline

The deadline for submissions to the next newsletter is
June 15, 2023 — please send your articles / pictures /
Brags & Cries / cartoons / Odds & Ends to Sherri Taylor at:
taylorsd_1@yahoo.com
Hope you’re enjoying the newer formatted look of the newsletter.
Comments and suggestions are welcome!

<

B gy B2 gz B2 gy BE g B g2

Check out our club’s website scamc.org T
and our Facebook presents, too.

We have a photo gallery on our website as well. If you
would like to see something added onto the website or on
Facebook, please contact Sherri Taylor at:
taylorsd_1@yahoo.com
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Our Great Return ~
The Mission Circuit Cluster
Five Days of Majors ~

May 25 — 29, 2023

;® BERNARDINO
//‘ SOCCER COMPLEX
2500 Pacific St, San Bernadino, CA

ML_,.- SCAMC Independent Sweepstakes & Specialty
Puppy & Veteran Sweeps Judge: Dr. Dana Bleifer, DVM

Specialty Judge: Ms. Esther Joseph

‘-;'n'éj... Los Encino KC Show 1
Judge: Mrs. Linda M Riedel Group: Mrs. Linda M Riedel

BIS:  Mrs. Charlotte P Patterson  NOHS: Mrs. Terry M DePigtro
% Antelope Valley KC Show 2

judge: Mrs. Terry M DePistro Group: Mrs. Terry M DePietra,

BIS:  Ms. Esther Joseph NOHS: mMr. Michael Loghy
J’.f./.f 5an Fernando KC Show 3

Judge: Mr. Delbert L Thacker Group: Ms. Marion Dee Ward

BIS: Mary B Napper NOHS: Mrs. Linda M Riedel

u,@ San Gabrizl valley KC Show 4

Judge: Mr. PE2raRO0E Pisibuuitinan, Group: Mr. B2RERYNS Bisitwitrnan,
BIS:  Mrs. Linda M Riedel NOHS: Ms. Esther Joseph

SUPPORTED
ENTRIES*
FRI - MON

* SCAMC is accepting Trophy Donations now! ENTER AT:
6910 Beckett St., Tujunga, CA 91042 ibradshaw. com
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jbradshaw.com

6910 Beckett St.
Tujunga, CA 91042



